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BRIAN K. VAUGHAN is 

the Eisner Award-winning writer of 
Y:THE LAST MAN and EX MACHINA. 
He lives in California with his wife. 




NIKO HENRICHONii.es in 

Quebec City with his wife and cat as well. 
PRIDE OF BAGHDAD is his second 
graphic novel. 
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IN APRIL OF 2003, 

A PRIDE OF STARVING LIONS 

ESCAPED THE BAGHDAD ZOO 

DURING THE AMERICAN 

BOMBING OF IRAQ^. 
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IN APRIL OF 2003, 

A PRIDE OF STARVING LIONS 

ESCAPED THE BAGHDAD ZOO 

DURING THE AMERICAN 

BOMBING OF IRAQ^. 
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^^^ You, me, the camels, ^1 w\ 
W the mountain goats, <?//of us.>J F lf we 
we've spent too long bickering work together, 
with each other when we only 1 t !, Jf 6 can 
have one real enemy- theyw^™* e them, 
keepers. ^-^jJU^^| — 





Relax, 

Safa. 



It's only six 
seconds. 



**fc 



o back to 
upid brothers,^ 
Bukk.' This isn't your d 
territory! 
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Huh, ^^^^ Guess I 

' gonna have "should get myself 

i that one for a good story to go 

awhile. ,^. along with it. 



ft 



JS&* 




^ 



Keep 

' fighting, and 

[ I'll take one of ] 

your ears, 

too. 






<jW&F 



This is enough ^^\ 
meat to last days. Why \ 
would the keepers feed us an ' 
Heh ^V entire donkey right after / 
we just-- ^^ 
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Is 

everyone all 
right? 
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^ cubby. 1 
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Not as X 
fun.. .as the first I 
time.,. _^ 
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B^ And there's. T^^BJ 
■ there's something ) 
^^floating in it, ^ 


^f~^m 








^.. It's colled^Bl 
■V a reflect/on, )■ 
K^K you ridiculous ^H 
^^^little--^^ 
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Let — 
[ her walk it l^ 
off. 



She'll 
' come back 
i to us when j 

she-- .^myjtk 
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i ^m. 

; think I found ■ 
blood^^B 
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I'm sorry, 
( rm...I'm too fiat 
L and too slow for 
sprinting. 
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you two 

go after them, and 1 

Ali and I will catch 

up with you... 
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of you are \ 


I coming out / 


V alive. 
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^F^ Don't ^M 
■ say I didn't ■ 
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I caught my 

breath, then I just ' 

L followed the stench A 

of fear. 



Yes, well, 

f this place scares 1 

the hell oui of , 



4 




a 



vw' 



Brother, 

, do.. .do we know 

you? 




Remember 

last spring, when we " 

' heard rumors of creatures ^ 

from other cages being 

disappeared? lh\s must , 

be where the keepers 

brought them. 



You're... 

you're wrong. 

They may have 

! been our captors, J 

but they weren't 

torturers. 
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^you have^^H 
■ another word ^H 
1 for whips and ^H 

^^ chains? _^^| 
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3^K^^^ Even if "^M 

l«V the keepers rfW do^H 

£A jk this, it wasn't our^M 

^^^ keepers. _^^| 
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V F r^y ^ 

■ weren't ^ 
^L_ evil, m 
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RAM/I> wASN'r 
A PR/JONf R, US WAS A 

P£t..An> He t/vr> Mtt 

, Af <OMf ORf ABLy AS you 

spo/isI> puw<ak 

FVFR t>IP. 
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My NAMf 

It f AWR, W 

Wf By. 
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^^B you Ji^H 
B, have. ^U^H 
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J? 


Hf where ore iPl 
^R, 5afa and your £U 
^^^ mother? JJa 


Ill-IP 
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W^Who cares?^^H 
1 Let's kill those ^H 
^^ things.' ^^^^"^^S 

^B Hl^ that's women's ^Lj~LJ% / 


w ' \Ju\_L 


^ What, are "^H F /V^C 

■ yous£<7/Vi/or ■ \ J/\ 

^L something ?^H / ' /fl ^- \ 


|^| 






IBP- ; '"^ <5 M^ 




i^^^sst^ 


^*" ■* ">BW 


^^^ Of course^ 
|V not. But you and I 
^A aren't hunters, 
r LA'yVA ^fc^ we're— ^ 
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'Quiet,! 
girl. 
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MK 

(F 8Wf R 

of you w/u-/ivfii.y 

fU&M/K #f RSf IF TO 
My JAWS, I'M- Iff TMS 
OW£R go. F/6W IHf, 
AH> 1 >«J-ROy 

you sow. 
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i^g^^H 


^^^ Vbu go ^^H 
^g for his balls, ^1 
^K I'll open his JH 

I^L throat, jfl ^^^^ 
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1 yoU'Rf J.f« 
I GAMf y rtf An 
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THE HIN> ONE 

' F/FSt Bur hi r oNiy 

<R/Mf WAJ 5f l/f V/NG i 
^f«f lift tHAt<At*£ i 

out or Yom 

MAW. 

goI>, you 
' /ONORANr voung ' 
"RAWCAlf" Wf aus f ' 
Mf. My >W»S «AJ A 
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/NG OF MW WORl> 
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Zill! out of here! J 
Now! 
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^*/Nl>. yoUR MAWf J I 
SOP UP BK>0> 

«/<fiy. 




Leave now 
[ and. ..and no one ] 
.else gets hurt. 
A 
' MAGNAN/MOUS ' 
Of Ft R. Bur 1 
THINK I'll. PAW, , 
#U«rfR. 
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(f you Pf oPif #A> ' 
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you 5f towaf t>, I m/a«r 

«Avf Piw*<rf> you... 

Bur- you 3Uf t HAb ro 

(UT OFF yOUR NOff 

to f P/tf youR 

FA«. 
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Where's 

the child taking ] 
us? 



It's another 

[ one of the keepers' 

homes, Safa. 
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Enough 

r of that. We're 

L almost at the , 

top. 
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Forgive jH 

Safe. ^^^^^^H 

■ forgot that you ■ 


■^r^ Don't ^^^^^B 
^^F apologize. I've ^^H 
^^V heard his tiresome ^^H 
■ description of this ^H 
^^^ moment a hundred ^H 
^^L thousand times. I ^^| 
^^k see it better than ^^H 
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In April of 2003, four lions escaped the 
Baghdad Zoo during the bombing of Iraq. 




The starving animals were eventually 
shot and killed by U.S. soldiers. 
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There were other casualties as well. 



<*&&&, J*& 






L 




^ 



BRIAN K. VAUGHAN 



I'd like to thank the following people for their 
assistance and/or inspiration: 
I owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to Chris 
Cutter and Sarah Scarth at the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (www.ifaw.org) for 
putting me in touch with the incomparable 
Mariette Hopley, who spoke with me at length 
about her work leading an emergency relief 
team to the Baghdad Zoo back in 2003. 
I'd also like to recognize the civilian popula- 
tion of Iraq, especially those bloggers who 
generously shared their experiences with the 
world. And very special thanks to the dedicat- 
ed men and women of the United States 
Armed Forces, particularly everyone from the 
Army's 3rd Infantry Division. 
This story is inspired by true events, but the 
interpretation and viewpoint(s) are obviously 
mine and Ntko's and don't necessarily reflect 
the feelings and opinions of the many people 
who kindly offered us their help. Any artistic 
liberties are my responsibility and mine alone, 
as are any and all errors of fact. 
Oh, and thanks to my favorite wife, Ruth 
McKee, for letting me borrow her membership 
card to the San Diego Zoo. 

Brian is the Eisner Award-winning writer of 
Y: THE LAST MAN and EX MACHINA. 



NIKO HENRICHON 

I would like to thank my friends and my 
family who have provided me support during 
the whole year it took to produce this book. 
It is also important to thank the people- 
citizens, reporters and soldiers— who were 
and still are in Iraq, for sharing tfceir expe '" 
ence in V/ritten form or throuqh Dictur 
despite the dran 
I couldn't have made this book believable 
without them. 

Niko lives in Quebec City, with his wife and 
cat as welt. PRIDE OF BAGHDAD is his 
second graphic novel. 



i Lillian Laserson rW&GMH ■.'..'■ fall LDttftt Senior VP-Business & Legal A 



1 Publishing John Nee VP-Busmess Development Gregory Noveck Senior VP-Cteaiive Aflatts Cheryl Rubin ! 
Jeff Trojan VP-Business Development. DC Direct Bob Wayne VP-Sales 



MORE FROM 



BRIAN K. VAUGHAN 



Y:THE LAST MAN 

1ICK BROWN, the only male survivor of a mysterious, worldwide plague. 



-WASHINGTON POST 

"One of the best examples of its art form. ..Brilliant" 
. • -CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

"Innovative and unique. ..unlike anything going" 
-SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER 

"Complete and utter comics gold" 
- PUBLISHERS WEEKLY 

VOL I -UNMANNED VOL I! -CYCLES 
VOL III -ONE SMALL STEP VOL IV - SAFEWORD 
VOL V- RING OF TRUTH VOL VI - GIRL ON GIRL VOL VII - PAPER DOLLS 



• EXMACHINA 

The ongoing story of MITCHELL HUNDRED, the super-powered mayor of New York City. 

"...compelling entertainment with fiery thoughtfulness." 
- ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY, Top 10 Best Fiction 2005 

"If you're interested in modern graphic novels, check this out..." 

- PLAYBOY 

"For any fan of contemporary comics. EX MACHINA is the series to read." 

-PUBLISHERS WEEKLY 

VOL I -THE FIRST HUNDRED DAYS VOL II -TAG 



MORE FROM ARTIST 



NIKO HENRICHON 



BARNUM! 

The adventures of RT. BARNUM, 19th century secret agent for the U.S. government. 



ww vertiqocomics.com 







BRIAN K. VAUGHAN6 

the Eisner Award-winning writer of 
Y:THE LAST MAN and EX MACHINA. 
He lives in California with his wife. 
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Quebec City with his wife and cat as well. 
PRIDE OF BAGHDAD is his second 
graphic novel. 
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"This story of a pride of lions who escape from the Baghdad Zoo during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom bombing is simple, lavishly drawn, and devastating. . . . Stunning." 

— PUBLISHERS WEEKLY 

(STARRED REVIEW) 

"Stunning and heartbreaking, Pride of Baghdad lingers with you like a haunting dream. 
Let it sink its teeth into you." 

— BRAD MELTZER 



FROM ONF OF AMERICAS MOST CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED GRAPHIC 
NOVEI WRITERS -INSPIRED BY TRUE EVENTS, A STARTLINGLY ORIGINAL 
LOOKA1 III! ON Fill STREETS OF BAGHDAD DURING THE IRAQ^WAR. 

In his award-winning work on Y: THE LAST MAN and EX MACHINA 
(one of Entertainment Weekly's 2005 Ten Best Fiction titles), writer 
Brian K. Vaughan has displayed an understanding of both the cost of 
survival and the political nuances of the modern world. Now, in this 
provocative graphic novel, Vaughan examines life on the streets of 
war-torn Iraq. 

In the spring of 2003, a pride of lions escaped from the Bagl 
during an American bombing raid. Lost and confused, hungry biu 
finally free, the four tions roamed the decimated streets of 
Baghdad in a desperate struggle for their lives. In documenting 
the plight of the lions, PRIDE OF BAGHDAD raises questions 
about the true meaning of freedom - can it be given or is it 
earned only through self-determination and sacrifice? 

Based on a true story, Vaughan and artist Niko Henric 
(BARNUM!) have created a unique window into the 
nature of life during wartime, illuminating this 
struggle as only the graphic novel can. 
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